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WASHINGTON. (Al
hons of* dollars m )

. handle bllhons of dol- .
g ga}{' in ﬂ_ae,_maxl and

an’. two' years,
- well 'beyond 1,100 a year.”

‘frlendly ‘neighborhood ' majl:
stﬂl run. high,

¢ An..-Associated Press study .
’ across the - country shows any= -
ﬂung that moves may be: prey .

now runmr_xg

- ..The: percentage of postmeu :
’ _dlppmg into the.mail~usually .
.a:sorting clerk rather than the '
“-'top” inspector.. in - New York
man‘"—is very low. But' losses - I
' -ﬁrms down there that'h

“'The Wall Street ﬁrm that
suﬁered the

City said, “Therg are’ several

_2;.', Some mailmen have ‘{

“proved - all too willing to take

credit. * cards instead or cash,

. The * unsuspecting victim nev-
e ‘Knows ‘2 new. card coming

In the mail was stolen until he

“gets a: huge bill from the cred-

it firm a month or more later.

In’ Bz‘ooklyn postal workers
pocKeting credit_cards have :

“-been : linked™With organized

crime.. A stolen. card can
bring $200 on the black mar-

"“ket; there™In Washington, D.

C., losses ‘have climbed so

".,hxgh that "two major firms

now refuse to send their cards
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3.; can be sweet Ior
the postal ‘thief:” One . well
known " charity; 'CARE, - lost
more. than:$71,000:in contribu-

tions-sent to it in the mail last‘

year.; Contmbutxons dre a ma-

jor target for mail thieves be-

cause - most of the charities,
when

checks, Hiave no-way of know-
ing ‘what fhey're missing.
4. Merchankt_i_lse and parcels

16, stolen

p0§tﬁ1 -,authorxties

‘I a New
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sending Jrioney-
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Recently: the
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dress.

1abe1ed “firearms:”’ . be-
cause SQ. many were bemg

- stolen.
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cluding the’ government_'mm-
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lain - brow wrappe{'" Jape
proach” -to " tiy- to hide their
1nnocent‘

seal mail. sacks ‘and ship them

- directly to neighiborhood post
.offices, bypassing the big city -

centers, but losses still persxst
for the mdustry

Cotter d the bi - higgest mall- ’

(3 pro'b em involves parcels '
-snd packages, Wil ok bécaiise
ot—tiietr—Shape , and size, ob:

viougly ettitansom '?s’b'r‘ﬁ@tﬁl 18.0f
valie,, 'THelts Tange from TV

FETE 10 istmas. cooldes.

(“If . it’s marked perlshable,

they "know At's good to eat,
.an inspector aid.)

There are strong 1ndxcat10ns
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P cludlng the’ government,-Lko-
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An unendmg river of riches
moves: through the U.S. mails
;| eve day.  Most of it gets to
O lts destination. The very vast:
ness. of. the ‘mails keeps many’
fterhs -6f value hidden -from
sight and assured of safety.

: ‘Dlamondl merchant
‘use. 'the mails rath
messengers_ Stocks goi by
mink coats, mo-
ney‘ ,ndy, ‘taxes, toys; bill
| payments;. millions - of * soclal
secu ity .checks a rmonth, and

m n -the- kitchen

L ing. new- labels on packages <

money ‘bein sent ;
FADN

apper ap-
hide their
. innocent

. Coftei;“ S

the-blezest mail. -

. <tHEft problem involves parcels -
a'ﬂﬂ"i%’cﬁ es, Which, hecajise

* ot thetr~"shape .and size, ob-

fig-of

viously cont"aih”f‘éb“rh i

vaTue “THetts range irom T™v"

"to CJlristmas cockles.
(“If it’s marked *perishable,’
they.” know it's -good to eat,”
.an-inspector sald)

" There are- strong indications

2, that”-malil ‘order houses may

be suffering sizable losses of
their packages, but Cotter's
top. . assistant : ‘for crlmlnal
mvestlgatxons, C.. A, Miller,
won't’ gwe any details. 3

X “You Te not gonna get Char

- ley Miller here to identify

firms'that have had mall loss-

" "&s.. We,- don't want to alarm.
p -the public i he ‘Said,

Other known thefis have in
volved, everything from
churches to Easter Seals. But
most ‘charities - don't want to..

.talk -about - it ‘any mpre than,;‘.v :

the Post Ofﬂce does

Q9

The Post_Office §_
rimon pleces of THAILA, year.:
ts complaiits about mail ap-
parently lost or stolen .last
year rau-to about 1 mllllon—a
Ay perceiitage,  but  people
don't” co'rr'x‘i)“lam about: missing
Tetters that “weren't of any
value.

‘Postal, files show arrests of
mailmen are on the rise, The
| count for. the past ten months

“the -record. tofal.forthe -
prev oumg&ygax.* :
The

‘Int big: c]lties. ‘the.
[ is' . probably ‘worse; On
-of the awpests 5o f this year,
have” Been N’ew York

10

polic orce, ls adding 200 new
“inspegctors’ and
‘ detective. duties in’ the big city
post officés.
But many. of. Cotters pre-
sent inspectors are tied to oth-
‘er  jobs, such as ‘auditing the
-books,. investigating all ‘acci-
denfs, kéeping an eye.on por
nography, and givin -each

L0

ha§ uwrabaady,supnassw= L

nglng them |

Some firms. "
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